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from a stratagem by which a lover is made to mistake his future father-in-law's house for an inn. This, you see, borders upon farce. The dialogue is quick and gay, and the incidents are so prepared as not to seem improbable.
' I am sorry that you lost your cause of Intromission, because I yet think the arguments on your side unanswerable. But you seem, I think, to say that you gained reputation even by your defeat; and reputation you will daily gain, if you keep Lord Auchinleck's precept in your mind, and endeavour to consolidate in your mind a firm and regular system of law, instead of picking up occasional fragments.
'My health seems in general to improve; but I have been troubled for many weeks with a vexatious catarrh, which is sometimes sufficiently distressful. I have not found any great effects from bleeding and physick; and am afraid, that I must expect help from brighter days and softer air.
'Write to me now and then; and whenever any good befalls yon,                  |
make haste to let me know it, for no one will rejoice at it more than, dear Sir,
' Your most humble servant,
'SAM. JOHNSON.' 'London, Feb. 24, 1773.'
'You continue to stand very high in the favour of Mrs. Thralc.'
While a former edition of my work was passing through the press, I was unexpectedly favoured with a packet from Philadelphia, from Mr. James Abercrombie, a gentleman of that country, who is pleased to honour me with very high praise of my Life of Dr. Johnson. To have the fame of my illustrious friend, and his faithful biographer, echoed from the New World is extremely flattering ; and my grateful acknowledgements shall be wafted across the Atlantick. Mr. Abercrombie has politely conferred on me a considerable additional obligation, by transmitting to me copies of two letters from Dr. Johnson to American gentlemen. ' Gladly, Sir, (says he,) would I have sent
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" You ought to call it The Belle's     ' But kneels to conquer, and but Stratagem, and if you do not I will         stoops to rise.'
damn it." When Goldsmith, in whose     In Lord Chesterfield's Letters, iii. I3t,
ear perhaps a line of Dryden's lin-    the line is {riven,
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youe are all in labour," says Johnson,
